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An ideology is a set of beliefs.

Radicalisation is the process by which a person comes to support 
terrorism and forms of extremism that may lead to terrorism.

Safeguarding is the process of protecting vulnerable people, 
whether from crime, other forms of abuse or from being drawn 
into terrorism-related activity.

Terrorism is an action that endangers or causes serious 
violence, damage or disruption and is intended to influence the 
government or to intimidate the public and is made with the 
intention of advancing a political, religious or ideological.

Vulnerability describes factors and characteristics associated 
with being susceptible to radicalisation.

Extremism is vocal or active opposition to fundamental British 
Values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual and 
mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.

Welcome

Definitions

THE FOLLOWING ARE COMMONLY AGREED DEFINITIONS WITHIN THE PREVENT AGENDA:

David



THE PREVENT STRATEGY
Terrorist groups seek to radicalise and recruit people to 
their cause. The aim of Prevent is to stop people becoming 
or supporting terrorists by challenging the spread of terrorist 
ideology, supporting vulnerable individuals, and working in 
key sectors and institutions.

Prevent addresses all forms of terrorism and non-violent 
extremism which can create an atmosphere conducive 
to terrorism and can popularise views which terrorists then 
exploit. The Prevent strategy makes clear that preventing 
people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism requires 
challenge to extremist ideas where they are used to 
legitimise terrorism and are shared by terrorist groups[2]. 
The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 puts the 
existing Prevent programme on a statutory footing.

The Prevent Strategy sets out the following responsibilities 
for staff who engage with the public. They should:     
Understand what radicalisation means and why people 
may be vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism as a 
consequence of it.



THE RADICALISATION PROCESS
This vulnerability is exploited, in a similar fashion to the 
way sexual predators groom young people online, with 
promises of excitement, empowerment, glory and freedom 
along with more material rewards, such as cash, pets and 
housing. A personal connection is formed: you can be sat 
at home in the UK talking directly to an individual fighter in 
Syria who is bragging about his military accomplishments 
and offering you help and encouragement to travel 
to join him. To someone so disaffected, this attention is 
understandably compelling.

The process of radicalisation is rarely the same for two 
people and can be anything from slow and gradual, to fast 
and effective, but underpinning the process is the strong 
brand ISIS have created via social media. It’s a brand 
that paints a seductive picture and acts as a compelling 
recruitment drive that inspires thousands of people to 
embark on a one-way journey to join their cause. In fact, it 
has been argued that ISIS’ social media strategy could rival 
the biggest brands in the world with ISIS holding, at any 
one time, over 45,000 Twitter accounts.



Task 8

When we talk about ‘vulnerability’ 
within the context of Prevent we mean 
individuals who, because of their 
circumstances, experiences or state 
of mind are open to ideologies that 
would challenge our code of practice, 
inciting hatred, violence or even murder. 
Vulnerability may take a number of forms 
and may only be a temporary condition. 

Having a grievance, for example 
dissatisfaction with government policy, 
and not having a safe outlet for it, is a 
key component in the process  
of radicalisation.

WHAT MAKES SOMEONE VULNERABLE 
TO BEING RADICALISED?

WEAKNESS

Humiliation Disconnection Uncertainty
Deficiency

defectiveness

VULNERABILITY
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Task 8

Task 1 –  
Understanding key terms  

Look at the different 
terms below and match 
up each one with the 
correct definition. 

The first one has been 
completed for you. 

EXTREMISM

RADICALISATION

SAFEGUARDING

IDEOLOGY

TERRORISM

GROOMING

Deliberately making friends with someone to 
gain their trust with the intention of eventually 
persuading them to support an unlawful cause 
(for example, a terrorist cause) or carry out an 
illegal/criminal act. 

A set of opinions or beliefs of a group or an 
individual which explains what they believe in. 
Terrorist groups explain their beliefs to others to 
encourage them to join their cause.

Vocally or actively arguing against British values, 
mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths 
and beliefs.

Using or threatening violence to influence the 
government or intimidate the public in support of 
a political, religious or other cause. Activities can 
include; planting bombs, injuring/killing people 
on purpose, collecting money, sharing material or 
storing equipment for ------ groups.

Protecting vulnerable people from crime or other 
types of abuse. Protecting vulnerable people from 
being involved in terrorism-related activities.

The way in which a person comes to support 
terrorism and encourages other people to believe 
in views that support terrorism.



Task 2 – Causes of Grievance 
and Vulnerability 

In the table below write 
down as many personal and 
external factors which could 
cause someone to have a 
grievance or feel vulnerable.

PERSONAL
• Loss or bereavement

EXTERNAL 
• Media bias (i.e. unfairness, 

prejudice towards a particular 
culture, group, religion, not 
reporting all the facts).
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Talking on a mobile 
phone all the time

Attending college 
on time

Expressing opinions that 
might be extreme

Not turning up  
for lessons

Isolated – suddenly spending 
time on their own Talking about 

anti-terrorism

Changes in social behaviour 
e.g. being aggressive  
or  being very quiet

Withdrawn - or changes in 
social circles 

Making new friends

Looking tired 

Task 3 – Signs of 
Radicalisation

How could you recognise if someone you knew  
(for example an acquaintance, a friend or a 
family member) was going through the process 
of being radicalised?

Read the different behaviours below and 
circle the ones which you think are signs of 
being radicalised.



Task 4 
List as many ways as you can that a 
young person could be groomed for 
radicalisation.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Task 5 – Can you add anymore 
words that are associated  
with radicalisation?

SYRIA

EXPLOITED

SAFEGUARDING

EXTREMISM

TERRORISM

IDEOLOGY

FAR RIGHT



Task 6 – Read the case 
studies then answer the 
questions that follow overleaf   

CASE STUDY: DORIAN 
Dorian is a 32 year old man whose father died 
unexpectedly at a young age. His difficulties in dealing with 
the death of his father and adapting to his changed life 
caused him to seek support from individuals linked to far 
right extremism. They became a surrogate family for him 
during this vulnerable time in his life. The group gave Dorian 
an outlet for the anger he felt inside at the loss of his father. 
Over time, he became a trusted member of this group and 
was promoted to the role of radicaliser; it was his job to find 
like-minded, vulnerable people - especially young people - 
to recruit into the organisation. 

Internet chat forums and marches by the English Defence 
League became a favourite pool to recruit from and 
Dorian found he was easily able to exploit common 
public concerns and grievances about unemployment, 
immigration and other Government policies. 

However, on the eve of preparing for a violent attack, 
Dorian suffered a mental breakdown and the statutory 
agencies that supported him quickly identified the violent 
ideology he followed and wanted to seek specific support 
for these views to complement their own provision. They 
contacted the local Prevent team who referred Dorian to 
the Channel group and over a period of 18 months, he 
was offered a tailored programme of care, guidance and 
support. 

The intervention has been so successful that Dorian now 
dedicates his time to assisting others who are engaging 
with the Channel process to help divert them away from a 
life of violence and hatred.
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What signs was Dorian showing that could have 
indicated that he was undergoing the process of 
radicalisation?

What did Channel do to prevent him from further 
extremist activities?

If Channel had not intervened, what type of criminal 
acts may they have become involved with and what 
could the consequences have been?

Question for case study 



Tick all the boxes that you would do

Nothing it isn’t my business 

Speak to them 

Tell their family or tutor my concerns 

Tell them to watch terrorist videos this would put them off 

Speak to my friends 

Call the police 

Ask if I can join whatever they doing 

Look for advice online 

Let all his friends know on social media  
that he’s being radicalised 

Task 7 – If you thought your 
friend was being radicalised 
what would you do?
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Propaganda - means information, 
especially of a biased or 
misleading nature, used to promote 
a political cause or point of view.  

TRTRUE OR FALSE

Prevent is part of our counter-
terrorism strategy, CONTEST.  
Its aim is to stop people becoming 
terrorists or supporting terrorism. 

TRUE OR FALSE

When a young person is being 
radicalised they watch a lot of 
horror films.

TRUE OR FALSE

Being vulnerable increases a young 
person’s chance of being radicalised.

TRUE OR FALSE

The 9/11 attack in New 
York was a terrorist attack. 

TRUE OR FALSE

Extremism - is the 
process by which a 
person comes to support 
terrorism and forms of 
extremism that may lead 
to terrorism. 

TRUE OR FALSE

Task 8 – TRUE OR FALSE
Circle the correct answer 



Well done for completing this PREVENT WORKBOOK
now in your own words

Name 1 thing you learnt today

Tell me 2 things you would like to know more about

Summarise the lesson in 5 words

1

2

3

4

5

Point at another learner and ask a question about 
today’s lesson (what did they say?) 




